
JULY / AUG  2022

01GLOUNTHAUNE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION                               ADMIN@GLOUNTHAUNE.IE

GlounthauneGlounthaune
COMMUNITY NEWS

July / August
2022

FIND US ON

GLOUNTHAUNE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION www.glounthaune.ie

Apart from the cost of printing, this newsletter is 
brought to you every two months by Glounthaune 
volunteers.  They write the copy, sell the advertising, 
prepare the newsletter for printing and distribute the 
printed copies to residents.  They represent but one 
group among many who serve your community.

Every Tuesday you will see the yellow jackets 
collecting the wayside rubbish.  Others, singly or in 
groups, take care of  roadside flower beds, cut grass 
and keep the place tidy.

And then there are the builders who mend our stone 
walls, tend our broken fences and perform many 
miscellaneous tasks that improve or make safe our 
community environment.

All this requires no small amount of coordination 
which is mostly provided through the GCA office 
in the village.  In addition to being the hub of the 
organisation the office handles room bookings, the 
Facebook site and a hundred other tasks that come 
along.

A lot of what we do costs money and it does not 
grow on trees.  To serve our community we have a 
dedicated and skilled group of individuals who know 
how to negotiate their way through the bureaucratic 
maze and produce outstanding results.

Glounthaune is the envy of many in the surrounding 
communities but we do have a problem.  We need 
more volunteers and those volunteers must come 
from among those of you who are reading this 
message.

We are infinitely flexible as to the amount of time 
given and the type of task you might want to help 
with. Young and old, if you are walking around the 
community and see something that needs doing 
and can say to yourself “I could fix that” then take 
the next step and become a volunteer.  We would 
welcome you.

To volunteer call  021 4510470 

or email:  thegcacork@gmail.com

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
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ROUND AND ABOUT
Contributed by Carol Harpur

Carol Harpur reviews some interesting places to visit over the summer starting with a look 
at the progress being made on the Dunkettle Interchange.

Dunkettle Interchange 

You may be watching, with astonishment, one of the largest infrastructure projects under 
construction as you pass Dunkettle! Many are surprised at the extent of the project with 
new bridges and supporting structures appearing on the Little Island side of the N25. 
The project website www.dunkettle.ie features all the news and updates. They have also 
added an interesting weekly update often with video and drone footage of the site which 
shows how the project is taking shape. 
Upcoming work includes continued work on ‘Link Q’, the new access to Little Island, and 
also surfacing work on the N25 Eastbound which will be carried out overnight. 

Further information on the Dunkettle Scheme can be accessed www.dunkettle.ie. Real 
time traffic information can be accessed via www.dunkettletraffic.ie or on the Dunkettle 
Live App (Apple App store and Google Play store). New subscribers to the newsletter can 
register: www.dunkettle.ie/newslettersignup

Day Trip Ideas by Rail

Cork City. A nice day trip is combining the train and the open top Cork city tour bus. This 
is really suitable for families with small kids and under 5s go free on this hop-on hop-off 
tour. It is an easy and fun way to get around the city. Details on www.corkcitytours.com

Cork has a great number of galleries and museums including The Crawford Gallery, the 
Public Museum in Fitzgeralds park and don’t forget The Glucksmann Gallery at UCC, and 
while you are there walk the grounds and visit the UCC collection of Ogham Stones in the 
North Wing of the quad.

Another option is a visit to Nano Nagle Place, where you can visit the museum and enjoy 
lunch in the gardens. 

For tweens and teens taking the train to Cork, grab food at Lab 82, just across from Kent 
station. A short walk to the Coliseum for bowling and pool. Wander around the city, maybe 
heading at Penneys or a rummage through the range of second-hand stores!

Fota:  Fota House and the Wildlife Park are one-stop away! 

Cobh: From Cobh you can enjoy the playground and promenade and a walk around 
the heritage town. The Cobh Heritage Museum and Titanic Experience will entertain the 
family or travel out by ferry to Spike Island tourist attraction. Did you know you can hire 
a self-drive boat and do a short harbour tour, the boats fit up to 5 people, and can be 
booked online www.corkharbourboathire.com

Cobh Summer Swing on the promenade is back in July, dates and details on the website 
cobhsummerswing.com
Midleton. From the train station you can enjoy a walk or cycle to Ballyannon woods. On 
Saturday mornings the very popular Farmers Market is a great destination. There is also 
the option of a trip to the cinema or a browse on the main street, maybe followed with a 
visit to Messy Buns or Bitesize Café. Midleton Arts festival takes place from July 15 -17th.
Mallow. Don’t forget you can travel to Mallow by train and back. Head from the train 
station along the main street and you must visit the fabulous new playground in the 
Mallow castle grounds. Mallow Arts festival takes place from July 20 -24th. 
For more Ideas, the website to visit is purecork.ie cork county council have a free app for 
your phone called ‘Explore Cork’, available on the App store and Google Play.
 
Going down to the Woods! 

Summer is a great time to explore a woods in the area. Here are 4 destinations to keep in 
mind:

Moanbaun Wood (2.5km southwest of Watergrasshill, approx. 13km from Glounthaune) 
is a well-kept Coillte wood, with good signage, picnic benches and a recently extended 
carpark. The track is wide with good surfacing giving a 4km circular loop and has a large 
‘fairy’ kingdom close to the start/finish. The track has a hilly section at the glen at the far 
side, where it crosses the river and otherwise is relatively flat. Lots of detours along the 
side of the track for the adventurous!
https://www.coillte.ie/site/moanbaun-wood/
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2023 TIDY TOWNS CONTEST
Contributed by Ailbe Ryan

Pollinator Friendly flowers on 
Greenway Verges

Design of Verges by Pavillion 
Lanscapes

Our annual Tidy Towns Report 2022 submission to the National Tidy Towns Competition 
was completed and returned before the closing date of May 20th. This report was a 
sixty- eight page document outlining all of the activities undertaken in the past year in 
Glounthaune under eight separate headings. The judges will visit our area unannounced 
to make their assessments between now and mid-July. There are 1065 reports submitted 
throughout the country but we are quietly confident of doing well this year.

One of the standout projects completed in recent times has been the addition of the 
Greenway. The Glountaune Tidy Towns (GTT) have worked closely with the Cork County 
Council ( CCC) and Pavillion Landscapes to achieve this outstanding facility which is now 
enjoyed by hundreds of walkers , joggers and cyclists on a daily basis.
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Curragh Wood North West of Midleton (Approx 11km from Glounthaune)
A hilly wood that provides a challenging hike to the top where you are rewarded with 
panoramic views of the East Cork countryside. 
https://www.coillte.ie/site/curragh-wood/

Ballyannon Wood, Midleton (Approx 12km from Glounthaune – Can get there using the 
train or bus)
This is a hidden gem located just outside Midleton town, a mixed broadleaf woodland that 
is one of the oldest in East Cork. The woods run down to the waters of the Owenacurra 
Estuary a hotspot for birdwatching.  
https://www.coillte.ie/site/ballyannan-wood/

Rostellan Wood, East Cork (Approx 20km from Glounthaune)
A lovely wood set on the shore of Cork Harbour. The wood is set on the former demesne of 
Rostellan Castle. Explore the woods to discover the remains of the walled garden. There 
is an 18th century folly near the shore and if the tide is low you may catch a glimpse of 
the Rostellan Dolmen, a 5000 year old portal tomb, which (be warned!) lies in very sticky 
estuary mud close to the shore line. 
https://www.coillte.ie/site/rostellan/
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New picnic tables, roped bollards and 
shrubs at the Centenary Garden

Another feature has been the continuing 
progress of the Wildflower meadow in 
Johnstown Park. A recent observation was 
made and a photo taken by Hester Forde of the 
very rare Honey Bee Orchid flower in this area. 
This will now be forwarded to the National Bio- 
Diversity Data Centre for the record.

All of this of course is achieved by a team of 
hardworking, enthusiastic and creative group 
of people who work tirelessly throughout the 
year to make Glounthaune look glorious in 
its full bloom right now. Thanks is due to the 
GTT, Men’s Shed, our group of volunteers, 
TUS worker, Merry Mowers and transition year 
students for their commitment and creativity. 
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in Johnstown Park

Angela Reidy painting the 
roadside planters

Setting in new bulbs in the 
flower boxes
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Mention must also be made of the 
Harpers Island Steering committee who 
continue to enhance this Special Area of 
Conservation(SAC). A decision was made 
recently to allow a team of horses to graze 
down the rough grass, brambles and gorse in 
the area. This was to offset the use of machinery 
which would otherwise disturb the birds and 
wildlife as well as avoiding use of weedkiller. 
A benthnic study (looks at the organisms that 
make up the bottom communities in lakes and 
ponds) was also undertaken by a team of UCC 
Zoologists who discovered a rare red beetle 
which otters feed on.

The Men’s Shed group built and sited a birds 
nesting unit here to cater to the Sand Martins. It 
has been confirmed by the resident Ecologist, 
Dr.Tom Gittings, that 23 of the 26 nesting sites 
are now in active use.

Finally credit must be given to Yvonne Bowles 
in the Village for her recently constructed 
design on Pollinators and the vital importance 
that the bee species play in cross fertilization 
of flowers and fruits. It is also great to see a 
number of hanging flower baskets along the 
village entrance roadway. 

A lot done, but much more to do. We are as 
‘busy as bees’ right now keeping the area in top 
shape for the arrival of the Judges. We would 
appreciate more help from people willing to 
volunteer their time and commitment. Tasks 
include flower and bulb planting, painting, 
mowing / strimming and litter picking. 

If you would like to join our committee 
with ideas on your vision and plans for the 
enhancement of our community you will be 
made most welcome. 

Please contact Angela at 087 - 4134726.
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GLOUNTHAUNE DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Cork County Council issued a split decision 
in the planning application by the owners of 
Ashbourne House to develop a residential 
scheme in the grounds. The large 
apartments blocks in the western section 
of the gardens were refused, while the 
renovation of the house and construction 
of new buildings and apartment blocks 
around the house and at the entrance, 
including a café at the current gatehouse 
was permitted. Now two appeals have 
been lodged against the decision.  In this 
case, the developer is appealing the refusal 
of the apartment blocks in the garden 
and a third party is appealing the grant of 
permission. 

The report from the conservation officer 
at Cork County Council makes clear that 
the gardens and house are all part of the 
protected structure, listed on the protected 
structure register held by the local 
authority. 

There was huge local and national interest 
when the planning application was made 
to Cork County council, with a high level 
of concern with the proposed scale of tree 
felling and clearance in the historic garden. 
There were over 30 submissions, with most 
advocating for a new approach to the site 
with a more sensitive approach to the 
gardens. The Tree Council of Ireland, who 
host the register of heritage and champion 
trees in Ireland, informed the council that 
Ashbourne Gardens  ‘holds the largest 
such concentration nationally (champion 
and heritage trees) in any single location 

– including the National Botanic Gardens 
in Dublin”... and asked the council to 
“reject this proposal in its current form and 
request the owner to submit a new design 
that will encompass the preservation of the 
integrity of the gardens and trees.”

Glounthaune Sustainable Development 
committee highlighted the huge potential 
of the site stating that a sensitive approach 
‘could result in an exceptional heritage-
based development that makes a positive 
contribution the entire community.’ While 
there is scope in Ashbourne to develop a 
residential scheme, it must be sensitively 
designed to protect and preserve the 
wonderful gardens. The gardens are a 
beautiful and irreplaceable part of our 
village. It would be wonderful to see the 
House and gardens restored to their former 
glory.

Glounthaune community association 
submitted a lengthy observation on the 
appeal. This included contributions from 
garden experts who highlighted the value 
of Ashbourne gardens for the amazing 
collection of mature trees and shrubs, many 
of which are exotic specimens sourced by 
R.H. Beamish from the top plant collectors 
of the day. 

The Irish Dendrology Society submitted 
that ‘Ashbourne House Garden is one of 
Cork’s most significant and historic tree 
collections. The loss of such a garden 
would be a very significant loss to the 
country and the county’s horticultural and 
garden heritage. 

Contributed by Glounthaune Sustainable Development

ASHBOURNE HOUSE DECISION APPEALED TO 
AN BORD PLEANALA (ABP)
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Cian Smith - 0852461194
Pat Smith - 0872379301

	

With regard to the mature tree collection 
in this garden, this is outstanding 
and deserves to be far more widely 
celebrated. Apart from an excellent range 
of tree species from around the world, 
we understand that it contains 2% to 3% 
of Ireland’s Champion Trees, 25 in total, 
including the Magnolia campbellii, the Irish 
height champion,hence the International 
Dendrology Society’s keen interest in this 
matter.’

The Irish Tree society said ‘It is one of 
few Irish gardens directly inspired by 
the celebrated garden designer William 
Robinson. The woodland garden is a 
masterpiece. Many people come here to 
see its famous collection of trees which 
include 25 Irish champions according to 
the Tree Register of Ireland (TROI). Most 
iconic of all is the magnificent 23.5m tall 
Magnolia campbellii. Other champions 
include giant rarities like the Eucalyptus 
dalrympleana (29m), a Gleditsia triacanthos 
(22m), a Gymnocladus dioica (19m) and an 
Ilex dipyrena (13.5m).’

An Bord Pleanála will decide the case later 
this year, with an indicative date of 10th of 
October listed on the website. 

An Bord Pleanála grant planning 
permission for the Ballynaroon Strategic 

Housing Development (SHD). 

The decision on the Ballynaroon SHD, 
located at Gleeson’s field, next to 
Glounthaune national school, was issued 
by ABP on the 3rd of June.

Permission was granted by the board for 
the entire scheme with minor changes 
in the conditions attached to the grant of 
permission. This was in contradiction to a 
smaller scheme being rejected by the board 

in a decision in 2020, where the Board 
highlight deficiencies in the local road 
network and stated they were not satisfied 
that the proposed development would 
not give rise to serious traffic congestion.  
As the SHD application is a larger scheme 
(60% more units) it seems very surprising 
that these issues were not considered valid 
by the SHD division of the board.

34 public submissions were made to the 
Board, many highlighting the traffic safety 
issues. Cork County Council expressed 
concerns regarding the high-density 
development on the site ‘as they consider it 
is a relatively peripheral site at the edge of 
the settlement and has challenges in regard 
to gradient and connectivity’. Cork County 
Council also expressed concern with the 
demolition of the existing farmhouse, 
stating that the assumption that existing 
buildings can be demolished without 
acknowledgement and having due regard 
to their heritage value is unacceptable. 
Cork County Council recommended that 
the block 2 should be omitted from the 
proposal. 

With the SHD process the only course of 
action available to challenge the decision 
is to seek a judicial review in the High 
Court. A judicial review questions the 
legality of a decision taken by a state body 
and can only be done if valid grounds are 
apparent to challenge the legality of the 
decision. An Bord Pleanála has been in the 
news recently for all the wrong reasons and 
the high success rates of judicial reviews 
against ABP, shows that the board’s 
decision making in the SHD process has 
been rife with errors. 

We will keep you updated on any news. 
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Upstart Festival needs your help!

Glounthaune Community Association's Upstart Festival is entirely run by volunteers from our 

community..and we need your help. 

Can you give between 2 and 4 hours to volunteer on Saturday the 10th of September?

Last year the event had a team of approximately 20 stewards and 10 ticketing/Covid stewards, and 

additional help from The Men's Shed. 

The role of our stewards is mainly to be help our guests and make them feel welcome, while 

observing that the event runs smoothly. Our volunteer stewards have professional support at the 

event from both St. John's Ambulance and AOS Security, who are ready to step in should they be 

needed. 

We aim to run the entire event in a friendly and supportive way, so it's a team effort across the 

afternoon and evening with plenty of breaks to catch a band you want to see or grab a bite to eat. 
Our stewards are paired up, so if you know a friend or neighbour you can join up with, the 

afternoon is an enjoyable chance for a good catch-up while you're helping out with the super 

community event.

This year the Upstart Festival will be on Saturday the 10th of September from approx 3.30pm to 

10pm (bands on stage between 4pm and 9.30pm).

The Stewarding Team, lead by Dan Fitzpatrick, is looking for approximately 8 to 10 new 

volunteers, so if you would like to help, please get in touch with us by emailing us...

upstartfestival@gmail.com 

or text Jesper Pedersen on 086 6083860

Please keep in mind, we aim to run a relaxed friendly event, so if your plans change along the way 

and you need to cancel, you can just let us know and we'll find a replacement. 

Finally, a big thanks again to our volunteers from last year. We're hoping many of you will join us 

again this year.
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volunteers, so if you would like to help, please get in touch with us by emailing us...
upstartfestival@gmail.com or text Jesper Pedersen on 086 6083860

Please keep in mind, we aim to run a relaxed friendly event, so if your plans change along 
the way and you need to cancel, you can just let us know and we’ll find a replacement.

Finally, a big thanks again to our volunteers from last year. We’re hoping many of you will 
join us again this year.
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MEN’S SHED

Bated Breath……

Well, the hard work by the team has resulted in an immaculate Glounthaune being made 
ready for an inspection by the annoyingly anonymous Tidy Towns invigilator.  The team 
of litter pickers will have been noticed swooping on every coffee cup and cigarette 
discarded recently – and boy there is a lot of swooping going on here. The mowers and 
the mobile van team have been cutting every blade of grass, removing every errant 
bramble, planting out and painting everything that doesn’t move.

So, we now cross our fingers and hope that the results from this year’s projects added 
cumulatively to the efforts of prior decades will be rewarded by the ousting of Innishannon 
from the top spot! Fingers crossed lads!

And don’t forget next year’s efforts start here and we are looking for projects to support 
in your area!

Thank you for saying thank you!

A lovely letter from the from the residents of Glounthaune Village was received by Angela 
Reidy that was most welcome:

FOA: Angela Reidy,

Hello Angela,

We at Glounthaune Village would like to thank the members of the 
Glounthaune Men’s Shed, Glounthaune Community Association, and 
Glounthaune Tidy Towns.

Thank you for ensuring our village looks even more beautiful. We are thrilled 
with the addition of the hanging baskets and of course helping secure the 
garden bench on the small green.

We appreciate all the hard work maintaining the Village throughout the year.

With kind regards,

Tara Connolly & Village Residents.

In turn we would like to complement and thank the village for their unstinting efforts in 
maintaining their properties to the highest standards and help to the Tidy Towns. Thank 
you.

RAILWAY MURAL

It’s been a great summer for concerts in Cork – Elton John, Musgrave Park, Live at the 
Marquee, and of course, Ed Sheeran back in May at Pairc Ui Caoimh. I had tickets for Ed 
and thought it a good idea to take the train – no worries about finding parking near the 
busy venue. Glounthaune station was abuzz with concert goers, and as we waited for the 
train I had a look at the bird mural. 

It was still in reasonable condition but time was taking its toll, displaying patches of 
chipped paint. Definitely time for a touch up. When I heard that the station would be 
closed until July 17th for railway works, it seemed an ideal opportunity to update the 
artwork. With permission from Glounthaune Tidy Towns, I set about sorting the materials 
and paraphernalia needed to prepare the wall for painting. I’ve just spent the day cleaning, 
sanding and painting exposed patches with undercoat. As you can see from the photo, it 
looks a sight, but all should be completed by the time this is printed. 

The Tidy Towns volunteers have cleaned the station and added beautiful containers of 
plants. They do fantastic work and more volunteers are needed to keep Glounthaune 
looking good!

My art classes will resume in September, and this year, I will be returning to Glounthaune 
Primary School for After School Art. For information about upcoming art classes in 
Glounthaune, Midleton and Glanmire, check out my website www.frazzledmammy.com or 
Facebook page FB: www.facebook.com/frazzledmammy  or contact me at 087 6684021

Contributed by Maeve O’Keeffe
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BIODIVERSITY

Exciting new information and educational material has been recently added to the 
Harper’s Island Wetlands experience. Funded by Cork Co Co and developed by the 
well known Cobh based naturalist Jim Wilson, an explanatory poster giving access to 
9 different important aspects of Harper’s Island Wetlands. There is a unique QR code 
(‘quick response’ - when scanned by a mobile phone with a QR App it gives immediate 
access to a relevant web site with additional information), just point your phone camera 
to scan and download).

Movement & Mindfulness
for Adults, Teens and Children

Glounthaune Community Centre
Tel. 086 8214002

Email. katecuddy@gmail.com
Web. katecuddy.yoga   

Clodagh McNally 
PHYSIOTHERAPY

M 087 7938913
T 021 482 1111
W www.clodaghmcnallyphysio.ie
E clodaghmcnallyphysio@gmail.com

Chartered Physiotherapist

Sports Rehabilitator

Clinical Physiofit Pilates

Mummy NCT

Woodview Family Doctors,
Sallybrook, Glanmire, 
Co. Cork, T45 RR67

NEW TO HARPER’S ISLAND

New to Harper’s Island
Exciting new information and educational material has been recently added to the Harper’s Island 
Wetlands experience. Funded by Cork Co Co and developed by the well known Cobh based 
naturalist Jim Wilson, an explanatory poster giving access to 9 different important aspects of 
Harper’s Island Wetlands. There is a unique QR code (‘quick response’  - when scanned by a 
mobile phone with a QR App it gives immediate access to a relevant web site with additional 
information), just point your phone camera to scan and download).

Also, there are 13 QR Code signage posts erected around the nature trail.  These give fascinating 
bilingual information on the hedgerow, the wild flowers/plants, butterflies, moths, bats and 
background information on the farmhouse built onto a lime kiln.
Again, credit is due to Jim Wilson for the design, Cork Co Co for the sponsorship and Glounthaune 
Men’s Shed/birdwatch Cork for the production and installation of the units.

Contributed by Conor O’Brien

Also, there are 13 QR Code signage posts erected around the nature trail. These give 
fascinating bilingual information on the hedgerow, the wild flowers/plants, butterflies, 
moths, bats and background information on the farmhouse built onto a lime kiln.

Again, credit is due to Jim Wilson for the design, Cork Co Co for the sponsorship and 
Glounthaune Men’s Shed/birdwatch Cork for the production and installation of the units.

Contributed by Conor O’Brien
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THE GREAT IRISH POTATO FAMINE.
EFFECTS LOCALLY 175 YEARS AGO PART V

Contributed by Patrick Twomey

This is the fifth and last of Patrick’s series on the local effects of the Great Famine.  See preceding 
issues for the first four contributions.

Emigration

The numbers emigrating before 1845 were not large. In 1844 the year before the first 
potato crop failure it is estimated that about 68,000 sailed. The people clung to the 
land, preferring to starve on it than leave. The onset of the blight in 1846 caused a major 
concern for the poorest in society particularly cottiers and those working on the land 
and triggered the exodus of emigrants. The fearful blow of total crop failure, of fever, of 
wholesale clearances and evictions were required before they were driven out in huge 
numbers. Thus, the year of 1847 probably saw the peak of the famine misery and death 
stalked the land. 1847 was aptly named Black 47.

Emigration of course did offer the chance of escape, and the chance was seized by no 
fewer than 2.1 million people between 1845 and 1855. About 1.5 million to the U.S.A. and 
340,000 to British North America, about 200,000-300,000 settled in Great Britain. Several 
thousand went to Australia and elsewhere. More people left Ireland during this ten-year 
period than left during the previous two and a half centuries. Between 1838 and 1844 as 
many as 351,000 had sailed from Ireland to North America alone, an average of slightly 
more than 50,000 a year. The average to the same destination during 1828 to 1837 was 
about 40,000. If that number had continued without a famine, then about 450,000 would 
have gone abroad anyway. 1.2 million of the famine figures had left before 1851, and the 
next 900,000 left over the next five years.

There can be no doubt that prolonged famine and epidemics of fatal disease led to large 
scale erosion or collapse of traditional moral restraints and communal sanctions. For 
many of the survivors of the great famine of the late 1840’s the recollection of their anti-
social conduct against neighbours and even close relatives was a heavy psychological 
burden. Cork was an important emigrant point of departure even pre-famine. However, 
the scale changed with the onset of famine. Hundreds of emigrants arrived in the City 
from Mid 1846 onwards. The Cork Examiner of 15th April, 1847 reported as follows-

“The quays are crowded conditions were appalling.

These people were charged exorbitant prices for provisions and defrauded from the date 
they left their homes until out at sea.“.

Notes. Explanation as to changes in town name.

NOTE: Over the course of this article various names have been used for the present day 
town of Cobh.

At various times over the centuries the name has changed. 

Briefly the sequence is as follows:-

Originally a hamlet named Ballyvoloon existed roughly where the Town is today.

On or about 1756 as it developed due to the British Navy anchoring a squadron in the safe

harbour and building a Naval Barracks in Ballyvaloon it became known as Cove (And the

Harbour as Cork Harbour).

On 9th August 1849,  to honour the visit of Queen Victoria, it was renamed Queenstown.

On or about 1922 the majority of the population of the Town agreed to change the name 
to the Irish version of Cove namely Cobh.

The names used in various parts of this article are consistent with the name in use at the 
period   covered in the text. 

The Runner

A feature of the times was the competition between agents, shopkeepers and lodging 
house owners etc. Conditions in the Port for intending passengers were generally 
appalling, and it was estimated that each passenger spent on average nine days in the 
Port before sailing. They lodged in the “lowest and filthiest houses in the city” simply 
because they were the cheapest.

Constable Duros who was in charge of passenger regulations in the Port of Cork from 
1849 described how runners (Touts) “would fall in with the emigrant as soon as he comes 
to town: and the runner brings him to the emigration broker, and the broker generally 
gives him from 1s to 2s for each passenger brought to him. The runner then takes him to 
the grocer where he gets from 1s 8p to 3s in the pound according to whatever purchases 
the emigrant may make, then to the fishmonger, the bacon store, and the bakery.” Runners 
were described as just as unprincipled as the sharks who preyed upon the whole of the 
emigrants at Liverpool, but not so numerous. 

Runners were also employed by lodging house keepers to “escort emigrants” to their 
respective premises. These runners were both male and female. In Cove they attended at 
the railway station and awaiting the incoming trains from Cork. They had a poor reputation 
and were frequently accused of defrauding their clients, so much so that eventually in 
1855 a system of licensing was established by the Passenger Act 1855. An emigrant 
runner license was granted by the local Petty Sessions Court and was renewed annually 
if no evidence of misconduct was noted.

There was no system of registering lodging houses, and some owners were unscrupulous, 
and up to every trick in the book to inflate their numbers, and limit their overheads. 
Eventually some semblance of law and order was brought to the business when Byelaws 
to regulate and inspect them were enacted. In 1883 the Cork Examiner referred to these 
Byelaws as follows:-

“The lodging houses in Queenstown are on the whole, considerably improved. The 
agitation that was very properly set up a few years has, I believe, to a great extent removed 
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overcrowding, and every lodging house owner must be licensed and the number of 
lodgers for each room be stated in a card hung on the walls”It was 1859 before Cove 
became popular with liners and the Inman Line was the first to establish a regular call to 
the town. Quickly followed over a period by all the other major shipping lines.

Assisted emigration

This was another means of escaping the workhouse and the famine conditions. Female 
inmates exceeded males by a ratio of 2 to 1, so subsidized financial assistance for passages 
proved expedient. They cost between £3 to £5 per passenger. The main destinations were 
Cape of Good Hope, America and Australia. There was a shortage of women in Australia 
especially young women between ages 14 to 18. The 1838 Poor Law Act allowed Unions 
to offer financial assistance up to 5% of the poor rate to help poor persons who would 
otherwise have to be accommodated in the workhouse emigrate to Canada, Australia, 
or New Zealand. In 1848 the options were extended to include America and other non-
colonial countries. 

Landlord emigration

Landlord emigration is more than a mere catchphrase -- in two words it describes the 
monumental calamity in Ireland as the famine took hold of the country. Looking at the 
economics existing on many of the great estates and the simple sums presented by their 
land agents to the owners of these estates, it cost a landlord half as much in one year 
to send his tenants abroad than it would cost to keep them at home. A dilemma many 
landlords sought to overcome by emigration. 

Through the accumulation of poor rates paid by the landlords, it was hoped to support 
the destitute population in the 130 workhouses originally planned in Ireland. The poorest 
of those working the land were without any legal claim whatever to the piece of ground 
they occupied. In a slightly better position were those working in the conacre system. 
They were reasonably secure for one year, with the landlord maintaining and preparing 
the soil for sowing and taking a rent after the crop was harvested. Popular with the tenant 
but not so with the landlord when things became tough and no rent forthcoming, and 
after the first season of calamity with the blight, virtually impossible to collect.

The Poor Laws enacted in 1838 meant that every landlord’s rates were assessed on 
the value of his estate, and he was also responsible for paying rates for every one of his 
tenants with land worth less than £4. That could involve a major liability for any even 
medium sized estate, and countrywide involved millions in that position with small 
holdings. Thus, the landlord had a huge problem to deal with as successive potato crops 
failed. The tax collectors had no interest as to whether the tenant could pay his rent or not, 
his collection was off the landlord, and required to upkeep the workhouse, and as can be 
seen below the destitute were admitted in ever increasing numbers. When the poor law 
was amended in 1838 it had the effect of shifting the burden of providing relief from the 

British Treasury and placing it squarely on the shoulders of Irish landlords and tenants. 
What has been called “Donor fatigue” manifested itself in Great Britain at an early stage of 
the great famine. The British taxpayer grew tired as they saw it of supporting the destitute 
in Ireland, and the politicians bowed to the pressure.

Two of the most serious problems facing Irish landlords now were collecting their rents 
and finding the means out of their diminished income to pay heavy poor rates and provide 
additional employment. As a result, over time a substantial number of landlords finished 
up in the special bankruptcy courts set up in 1849.

Thus one of the solutions to nonpayment of rent was ejectment from their holding of the 
tenant and the leveling of the home to the ground, bearing in mind that a substantial 
number of holdings were smallholders, and afforded the unscrupulous landlord the 
opportunity to clear his land, and create perhaps in his eyes a larger and more economic 
holding. Some of these clearances were associated with landlord assisted emigration. In 
some of the larger estates as many as 1400 persons could be assisted to clear off. This 
method worked out cheaper for the landlord as he was expected to contribute about £5 
per person per annum to keep them in the poor house, whereas it cost a once off £3-£4 to 
assist their passage abroad. The plight of the smallholders in Strokestown Co. Roscommon 
is well recorded eventually with fatal consequences for their, mainly absentee, landlord 
Major Denis Mahon. Major Mahon through his agent facilitated a major clearance of 
his smallholders and hired a vessel at Dublin Port to take them to America. Those that 
travelled had to walk led by a bailiff to Dublin board the vessel and had a rough passage 
to America. About one third of those travelling never made it for one reason or another. 
When word got back to those still in Strokestown it was felt Major Mahon was to blame 
for their deaths. Consequently, when the opportunity arose, he was shot whilst returning 
from a local Poor Relief meeting. Probably the first landlord victim of the famine. 

The landlords maintained in most of these cases that the tenant had a choice between 
staying or going, which was highly unlikely as the choice was probably pay your rent or 
go to the poor house.

Therefore, assisted emigration became a very viable option for the landlord, fewer 
tenants meant a lower potential income, but also meant lower rates. It also presented an 
opportunity for unscrupulous landlords to increase their holding into more viable units for 
which there was still a market. Thus, the answer was to clear the estates. Paying the fare or 
on some estates chartering a ship, for a few hundred or even a few thousand tenants was 
a much cheaper option than paying too much annually towards the workhouse. A lot of 
the chartered voyages were to Canada rather than America as it was a much cheaper fare 
or charter. Everything fitted in nicely except for the unfortunate emigrants.

The famine emigration began slowly in 1846 and increased hugely in 1847 with 
consequences for the traveler, storms, hunger, disease and death. However, the Irish 
were not deterred, how could they be they had nowhere else to go. The flood across the 
Atlantic was set to continue for many more years.
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The country and the millions still suffering in Ireland in 1848 were not to know that the 
worst effects of the famine would continue to be felt for another three or four years. 
Throughout 1848 the shape and the pattern of the emigration changed; the desperate 
paupers of the previous year were no longer the main emigrants. Vast tracts of land were 
untenanted and the farms unworked. Scores of villages were uninhabited. Landlords who 
wanted to sell could find no buyers. Many landlords were even prepared to give their 
farms away rather than face increased debts as their Poor Law rates mounted up. Ireland 
was rapidly heading for a standstill, so the better off farmers, retailers and tradesmen were 
now thronging the quays.

The Land of the Free 

When the new Americans stepped ashore to sample at last the opportunities in the Land 
of the Free, what did they find? The majority of course were fleeing hardship, but also 
looking forward, hopefully, to a better life. But for many their first encounters were trying: 
they ran the gauntlet of thieves and pickpockets on the dockside, ticket sharks and 
ruthless boarding house runners, and countless colourful confidence tricksters, clad in 
lively green waistcoats -- all with a recognizable line of blarney.  During the period up to 
Ireland’s great famine of the 1840’s perceptions of emigration began to change amongst 
the Catholic Irish, and edged towards the view that emigration was an opportunity rather 
than a painful necessity and a cause for lamentation.

However the poor Catholic Irish in 1847 very often found themselves in a society that 
no matter how much it might require their services, often treated them with contempt. 
There was an innate, structural hostility to Catholicism amongst established Americans. 
Religious animosities flared into violence. In 1834 the Ursuline convent in Charlestown, 
Boston was burnt to the ground by an anti-Irish-Catholic mob. 

 By 1855 however emigrants were formally processed at Castle Garden, New York, where 
they were advised about onward journeys, accommodation and even job prospects.

As the famine entered its sixth year the farewell and funeral ceremonies had become 
a regular feature of life in Ireland, virtually a daily happening even in the smallest 
communities. All over the country, churches had increased the size of their graveyards to 
cope with burials.

Father Thomas Hore in his parish straddling the borders of Wicklow and Wexford decided 
to take drastic action. On 2nd June 1850 he would preach in his parish church to the 
congregation and encourage them to consider taking refuge in America. In fact he had 
spent several years in America as a young priest in Richmond, Virginia. Many would embark 
on a journey of 6000 miles before they settled in America. Father Hore led the expedition 
and eventually returned to Wexford after seven years. On the very day of his speech, 
he started taking down names for the journey. He expected about 600 to 700 or so to 
eventually go but the numbers swelled to 1200, 400 families, and they left with whatever 
agricultural tools they could carry and had accumulated about £16,000 in savings to buy 

land in America. He chartered two ships to take them. After various adventures the group 
split up all landed safely in America, but only 18 families went with Father Hore to the 
lands he bought in Iowa. They lost no time in building homes and a church as well they 
created a small community and named their small-town Wexford in honour of their place 
of origin.
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BAT WALK CoderDojo SUCCESS

The Glounthaune CoderDojo pilot has come to 
an end and it was an overwhelming success. 
The first of its kind volunteer led coding club 
ran for 5 sessions in Glounthaune Community 
Centre. Over 20 kids participated throughout, 
where they created animated and sometimes 
even graphic games using the introductory 
coding language scratch.

A massive THANK YOU to the GCA for 
facilitating, the mentors - Ray, Jesper & George, 
parents and guardians and of course the kids who blew us away with their technical, 
social & communication skills. 

We are delighted to announce (you heard it here first!!) that once again the doors will be 
open in Glounthaune Community Centre come September!

Next year, we will challenge ourselves to enter the ‘Coolest Project’ where young people 
are welcome to register a project that they have been working on to display it in a ‘science 
fair’ style exhibition. 

Please reach out to glounthaunecoderdojo@gmail.com to be added to the mailing list 
and stay informed.

Contributed by Thomas O’Sullivan

Harpers Island Wetlands
Old Cork Road, Glounthaune, Co. Cork, 

51.91079178254836,
-8.315290500549612

Co. Cork County
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MODEL T FORDS ON DISPLAY
Contributed by William Cuddy

Early birds getting this issue of the Glounthaune Community News will have the 
opportunity of seeing upwards of 70 Model T Fords on Saturday 9th July at 16.00hrs                   
(4 pm) in the village park.  This fine array of 20th century motor cars will stop in the park 
for about an hour so that the drivers can enjoy an ice cream.  

It is not every day that younger people will have the opportunity to see a large gathering 
of historic vehicles on their own doorstep.  So along and bring the camera..

ce ree ervices PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 
ON ANY TREE PROBLEM.

PROVIDING QUALITY 
TREE  SERVICES FOR 

OVER 40 YEARS.

Lackenroe, Glanmire, Co. Cork.
Contact: Christy Murray on 086 2463585
Email: info@acetreeservices.com
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COLM BURKE TD
Cork North Central

46 Thomas Davis Street (Old Post Office), Blackpool, Cork
021 456 4552 / 087 259 2839 / 01 618 3115

Email: colm.burke@oir.ie

Colm Burke 

I am contactable by email and
phone should you require
assistance (see contact details
below).

Stay safe and follow the public
health guidelines.

MICHAEL COLLINS COMMEMORATION

Glounthaune Community 
Association are looking for 
volunteers for a steering 
group to look at an event 
for the forthcoming 
centenary of the death of 
Michael Collins.  

If you are interested 
please contact the GCA 
office 021 4510470 or 
thegcacork@gmail or call 
Jill at 086 8138807 / 021 
4510470.

GLOUNTHAUNE PROPERTY SALES 2022

GLOUNTHUAUNE COUCH-TO-5K 2022 
IS UP AND RUNNING!

The Groves, Harper’s Creek  May 16   €314,537
The Groves, Harper’s Creek  May 13   €327,753
The Groves, Harper’s Creek  April 22  €295,154
The Groves, Harper’s Creek  March 14 €715,000
The Inlet, Harper’s Creek  Feb. 11  €387,665
The Groves, Harper’s Creek Mar 22  €314,537
The Woods   Jan. 18  €405,000
Windsor Hill   Jan 7  €475,000

There has been a great turn- out once again this year for the annual Couch-to-5k 
programme, which is in its 8th year!

Organised by Kate and Richard Cuddy, with help from a few other friends and Couch-
to-5k graduates from previous years, the programme brings absolute beginners from 
running on the first day for just 60 seconds, to eventually running five kilometers over a 
10 week period. It aims to promote fitness in a sociable and supported way.

This year’s programme started on 14 June and will finish with our 5k run on Thursday 
18th August. It might be difficult for an absolute beginner to join us at this point, but if 
you’re a runner who would like the support or motivation of running with a group, please 
feel free to join us. We run on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7pm and on Saturdays at 9am 
and meet in the Church Centre car park. We have a WhatsApp group of members so that 
we can stay in touch and share each week’s running plan.

If you would like to be added to the group or would like more information you can contact 
Kate Cuddy on 086 8214002 or glounthuanerunning@gmail.com

Contributed by Kate Cuddy

Join Us
If you want to get quick alerts to anything that is going on in 

Glounthaune then join our mailing list. Go to www.glounthaune.ie and 
enter your email address
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Local Organisations

ACTIVE RETIREMENT: Jill McNamara 086 813 8807

COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS:  (CFR) 086 239 3676

ERIN’S OWN: Adult Club: Martin Bowen 086 4176345. Juveniles: Mark Jeffers 087 787 8880. Ladies 
Club: Catherine Cogan 086 257 7972

FRAZZLED MAMMY ART CLASSES: Maeve O’Keefe 087 668 4021

GAEILGE BHEO/ IRISH SPEAKING CLUB: Lena Ui Dhubhghail 021 435 3288

GLOUNTHAUNE BRIDGE CLUB: Jim Mason 086 2666792 or 086 435 3708

GRAMOPHONE CIRCLE:  VALERIE 021 435 3733

HIGHLANDS BRIDGE CLUB:  Michael Deane 021 482 1791

INDOOR BOWLS:  Contact Erin’s Own 087 900 6471

MEALS-ON-WHEELS:  Pauline Walsh 087 287 0409. New cooks and drivers always welcome.

MEN’S SHED:  Garry Tomlins 086 231 3963. 

PROBUS:  Terry Fleming 087 254 7896

RUNNING GROUP:  Send your mobile number to Richard 086 834 4659.

80TH SCOUTS:  Jim O’Donovan 087 910 1883 email 80thcork@gmail.com

SEANOIRI:  Peggy Dunne 087 778 6357

SENIOR LADIES EXERCISE CLASS:  087 236 1759

SLIMMING WORLD:  Siobhan 085 252 9721

TIDY TOWNS:  Angela Reidy 087 413 4726. email, angelreidy.m@gmail.com

YOGA:  Kate Cuddy  086 821 4002, email, katecuddy@gmail.com

RELIGIOUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH:  Parish Office 021 435 3366, glounthauneparish@eircom.net  Masses Sat. at 6pm. 
Sun. 12 noon.  Mon-Wed at 10am.  All masses recorded and on web site.  Little Island, Sun 10.30am. 
Thur-Fri 10am. Knockraha Sun. at 9am.  Working Holy Days: Knockraha 9am, Glounthaune 12 noon, Little 
Island 7pm.

CHURCH CHOIR:  For information call Parish Office.   Meetings held in Church Centre.

CHURCH CHOIR:  St. Joseph’s Church, Little Island.  Claire Dunlea 087 697 9034.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL:  021 4270444 or 087 152 0360

BAPTIST CHURCH:  Robert Ellis 083 346 7869. Sunday service at 10am in Community Centre

CHURCH OF IRELAND:  Neil Walker 087 247 9546

GLOUNTHAUNE COMMUNITY CENTRE: TO BOOK ROOMS FOR YOUR EVENT/MEETING CALL 
021 4510470. E-MAIL, THEGCACORK@GMAIL.COM.   SEE ALSO WEBSITE.


